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Abstract

A Study on the Cultural and Arts Policies of Metropolitan Local
Governments in Korea: Focusing on the Ratio of Cultural and Arts
Budget to Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP)

OH, JU-HEE

Doctoral Student, Department of Korean Music, Jeonbuk National University

This study aims to examine the characteristics of cultural and arts policies of
metropolitan local governments in Korea by focusing on the ratio of cultural
and arts budgets to Gross Regional Domestic Product (GRDP), and to analyze
the factors influencing cultural and arts finance beyond regional economic
capacity. To achieve this objective, the study utilized GRDP data from the
Korean Statistical Information Service (KOSIS) and the 2026 Analysis of Per
Capita Local Government Budgets for Culture and Arts published by the
Narasalim Institute. Based on these data, the study compared and analyzed per
capita GRDP, per capita cultural and arts budgets, and the ratio of cultural and
arts budgets to GRDP across metropolitan local governments.

The findings indicate that cultural and arts budgets do not exhibit a clear
proportional relationship with either population size or regional economic
capacity. In addition, regions with higher economic capacity do not necessarily
allocate larger cultural and arts budgets. In particular, Jeonbuk State recorded
the highest ratio of cultural and arts budgets to GRDP (0.640%) among all
metropolitan local governments, demonstrating the most active investment in
culture and the arts relative to its economic scale. This finding suggests that
cultural and arts finance is determined not solely by economic capacity but also
by the policy orientation of local governments and their regional development
strategies.

This study contributes to the literature by comparing cultural and arts

policies across metropolitan local governments through the integration of
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regional economic indicators and cultural finance. Moving beyond conventional
analyses based on budget size, it employs the ratio of cultural and arts budgets
to GRDP as a relative indicator to evaluate local governments' investment
priorities in culture and the arts. The case of Jeonbuk State illustrates how
cultural and arts policies rooted in traditional culture and intangible heritage
can strengthen regional identity and promote cultural tourism. Furthermore, the
findings suggest that the ratio of cultural and arts budgets to GRDP serves as
a useful indicator for explaining the policy direction and priorities of local

governments in the field of culture and the arts.

B Key words : Metropolitan Local Governments; Cultural and Arts Budget; Gross Regional
Domestic Product (GRDP); Cultural and Arts Policy; Cultural Finance



